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The Yancey Richardson Gallery is pleased to present Despair, a suite of five photographic film stills by Los Angeles based artist Alex Prager. The artist’s short film of the same name is currently on display at The Museum of Modern Art’s New Photography 2010 exhibition. 

Inspired by the 1948 film, The Red Shoes, and featuring actress Bryce Dallas Howard, the four-minute long Despair is Prager’s first turn as a director. 

According to the artist, the film is a “full-sensory version” of her photographs, an attempt “to show the before, now and after of one of my images.” Elements characteristic of Prager’s photographic oeuvre – dramatic lighting, vintage wardrobes, a palpable psychological tension – provide a foundation for the movements of the afflicted main character. Prager expertly peels back layers of melodrama, while obfuscating a deeper narrative intent, focusing instead on the canvas of Howard’s face as it silently and hauntingly transforms under the weight of never-revealed news which descends upon her in the opening moments of the film. 
The Despair film stills elaborate Howard’s emotional transformation, unfolding a sort of stylized chronology of the film’s events, while at the same time maintaining the distinctive dramatic tautness that has come to define Prager’s photographic work. 
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Alex Prager (American, b. 1979) is a self-taught photographer who takes her cues from pulp fiction, the cinematic conventions of movie directors such as David Lynch and Alfred Hitchcock, and fashion photography. Her work has appeared in the New York Times Magazine and W Magazine and is in the collections of The Museum of Modern Art, The Whitney Museum of American Art, The San Francisco Museum of Modern Art, and The North Carolina Museum of Art, among others. 
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For visuals, please contact Frank Goldman at fgoldman@yanceyrichardson.com.

